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MAYOR KURTZ’S WEEKLY UPDATE FOR SEPTEMBER 18, 2020 
 

 
Let’s Talk Facts  
 
There are a disturbing number of inaccurate and inflammatory 

posts on social media filled with misinformation about crime 

in our City.   

Some residents have expressed frustration that the City did 

not alert them about these incidents.  I understand.  That is 

why I am setting the record straight.  The safety and well-being of residents is my priority.   

Independence Police have increased patrols in response to a rash of thefts of and from 

vehicles parked in driveways and on the streets in the City and neighboring communities.  

Independence is not the focus of these activities.  Similar thefts have occurred in: Avon 

Lake, Seven Hills, Broadview Heights, Brooklyn Heights, Cuyahoga Heights, 

Brooklyn, Brecksville, Parma, Sagamore Hills, Lakewood, Bay Village, Rocky River, 

Brunswick, Lyndhurst, Orange, Beachwood, Shaker Heights, and Chagrin Falls.  What do 

they all have in common?  The owners left their vehicles unlocked, or in some cases, the 

keys/fobs were in the car.  

Police Chief Michael Kilbane reports there have not been ANY break-ins or forced entry 

into locked cars in the City.  Two vehicles were stolen over four days. Both owners left 

their vehicles unlocked with the keys/fobs in the car.  

The juvenile suspects are not violent, just opportunistic criminals who target unlocked 

cars, according to Kilbane.   Independence Police have responded to every incident.  They 

say to avoid becoming a victim:  don’t leave valuables like laptops and cameras in the car, 

always lock your vehicle, and take the keys/fob with you.    

Independence Police are also investigating a robbery at the Shell gas station on Rockside 

and Brecksville Roads two weeks ago.  The suspect is part of a group of robbers who hit 

gas stations/convenience stores throughout northeast Ohio near interstate access ramps. 

There was NO robbery at the Sunoco gas station at Hillside and Brecksville Roads. The 

robbery on Wednesday night occurred at the Sunoco at 6000 Rockside Road.  

Both robberies occurred in the Rockside business district. No one was injured in either 

crime, and the suspects got away with several hundred dollars.  
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There have been no violent or dangerous crimes in any of our residential areas.   

If you see suspicious activity, call the Police at 216.524-1234.  Do not approach unknown 

individuals.   I pledge to get accurate information to residents and other stakeholders as 

quickly as possible.   Please understand that it requires a little time to investigate and get 

all the facts. 

 
Middle School Student Tests Positive  
 

 
 
The entire eighth grade class will switch to remote learning for the next two weeks after a 

student tested positive for COVID-19.   

 

Superintendent Ben Hegedish said the Cuyahoga County Board of Health was alerted 

immediately and began contact tracing.  The student, two teachers and others who were in 

direct contact are required to quarantine for two weeks.  

 

Hegedish said the only way to “preserve the academic integrity” of the Middle School was 

to have the entire class participate in remote learning.   It also allowed those required to 

quarantine to attend classes if they were able.  

 

I know the Independence Local Schools have worked hard and taken all precautions 

possible to protect students, teachers and staff.  This case is a reminder that everyone 

must take personal responsibility at home, school or any public places to protect 

themselves and reduce community spread.   

 
 
COVID-19: Masks, Social Distancing & Stress 
 
Six months into the coronavirus pandemic, everyone feels the cumulative stress and 

burden of living with restrictions.  I understand how being apart can make people feel 

vulnerable and alone.  Not being able to hug an older parent or grandparent, console 

someone in mourning, or hold a newborn baby feels “unnatural.”   

Staying vigilant and practicing social distancing is essential.  Equally important: each of us 

must find ways to take care of our physical, emotional, and mental health.  Turning to our 

faith, taking a walk outside, or simply calling a friend can ease stress and frustration.  

I want to acknowledge our dedicated and brave safety forces, service staff, and employees. 

Some can work remotely, but for many, that is not an option.   



The Fire Department reliably saves lives and protects property, knowing they are at greater 

personal risk of contracting COVID-19.  Similarly, the Police forces who face uncertainty 

daily, report to work ready to serve despite their increased chances of coming into contact 

with someone with the virus.   

Other employees have helped maintain some “normalcy” for residents by providing routine 

services.  Crews are making street repairs, responding to heavy-rain events, maintaining 

strict safety protocols at the Civic Center, Elmwood Park, outdoor pool and other facilities.    

I thank everyone for their hard work and contributions to making our City a wonderful 

place to live, work, and visit.  

Managing a City during a health pandemic requires focus, foresight, a coordinated team 

effort, and the ability to quickly adapt to evolving emergency health restrictions.  I am 

proud of the way my team has navigated and overcome the time-consuming complications 

caused by the coronavirus to keep the City moving forward. 

The fastest way for us to get back to ordinary life is to stay safe, make sound decisions 

based on science, and old-fashioned common sense.  Please be considerate to others, reach 

out and talk to someone who may live alone, and practice self-care.  Every little act of 

kindness can go a long way during these difficult times.  

 

Community Shred Day – Saturday from 9 AM to Noon 

Community Shred Day is Saturday, September 19th from 9 AM to Noon, not from noon to 

4 PM as it appeared in some local newspapers.  There is an 8 bags/boxes limit per 

household.   The Absolute Shred truck will be parked at City Hall and will shred and 

recycle everything on site.  

 

Roadwork Alerts 

Next Thursday and Friday, September 24 and 25, paving work will be done on portions of 

Brecksville and Brookside Roads, weather permitting.   

Two layers of asphalt will be put down on Brecksville Road between Cornerstone of Hope 

and Kleber Court.    

Two-way traffic will be maintained, but motorists will be restricted to one-lane in each 

direction while the work is being done.  Please plan for minor delays. 

Similarly, asphalt work will be done on Brookside Road between Bramley Drive and 

Brecksville Road next Thursday and Friday, weather permitting.  

Motorists should avoid the work zone if possible.  One lane of traffic will be completely 

closed, and one available lane will be utilized to maintain a moving zone, i.e. two-way 

traffic using flaggers.    

Both projects will be done during regular business hours.  

 



 

Dalebrook Estates: Storm Sewer Work  

Next week, C&K Industries will begin televising and cleaning the storm sewer main 

in the Dalebrook Estates.  The work does not include Dalebrook, Montello, Valley 

Vista, and Dalepoint because that main was replaced about five years ago.   

 

 

Check Your Mailbox 

 

The 2020 Welcome to Independence, Ohio packets were 

mailed to all current residents this week.  I hope you 

find the updated information, maps, and phone 

numbers helpful.  

 

 

 

2020 Virtual India Festival USA  

The 11th Annual India Festival USA will be a virtual celebration on 

Saturday, September 19.  The event celebrating the region’s cultural 

diversity will be streamed on Facebook Live from noon until 2 PM.   

2020 Independence High School graduate Julia Kalman is the first 

recipient of the India Festival USA Arts & Culture Diversity Scholarship.  

Julia is attending Bowling Green University where she is majoring in 

Art Education.   

We wish you the best, Julia! 

 

 

2020 Census Deadline: September 30   

You have less than two weeks to complete the 2020 Census.  Federal 

dollars are distributed to local communities based on population data.  

Let’s all do our part and make sure the City of Independence is 

counted and doesn’t lose funding. If you have not filled out the form 

or misplaced it, you can complete the 2020 Census online at 

https://my2020census.gov.. 

http://www.facebook.com/IndiaFestUSA
https://my2020census.gov./


Only Two More Concerts! 

Independence’s own Taylor Tripodi took the stage with Dana Catherine at Thursday’s End-

of-Summer Concert on Public Square.  She entertained the crowd with current hits and 

original music.    

        
 

      

  
 

On Thursday, September 24, Independence’s own  Kurt Freeman will 
have an encore concert at the Park from 7–8:30 PM.  The Barrio Food 
Truck will also be there.  
 
The final concert of the 2020 season will be Thursday, October 1 on 
Public Square. Juke Box Heroes will provide the music and the Kernels by 
Chrissie food truck will be on-site.   

 

 



Recreation Report 

The outdoor pool officially closed for the 

season on Wednesday, September 9th. We 

appreciate everyone who expressed their 

gratitude to our staff and the positive 

comments on social media.   We had a 

dedicated group of employees keeping our 

swimmers safe and operating within Governor 

DeWine’s COVID-19 health guidelines.  All of 

our facilities passed final inspections by the 

Cuyahoga County Board of Health.   

The soccer and football fields on campus are being prepared for the fall season. Two youth 

programs were announced this week: Soccer for 5’s, and a K-2 Football Camp which will be 

conducted by the Indy Youth Travel Football staff.   

A new rain barrel was installed at the Liberty Station building 

near the rain garden area.  

We are also planning another family, drive-in movie in 

October.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

To all those celebrating Rosh Hashanah, 

Best wishes for a sweet and healthy New Year. 

 

 

If someone forwarded this email and you would prefer to receive it directly from Mayor Kurtz, please send your email 

address to CityHall@IndependenceOhio.org.  
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